Use What You Have Been Given
After Ehud, Shamgar son of Anath rescued Israel. He once killed 600
Philistines with an ox goad. Judges 3:31 (NLT)
In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, and in the days of Jael, people
avoided the main roads, and travelers stayed on winding pathways.
Judges 5:6 (NLT)
Nothing we do for God is insignificant.
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17 (NIV)
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is
wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine
affection, and take delight in honoring each other. Romans 12:9 (NLT)

Your start doesn’t define your story.
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.
Philippians 4:13 (NLT)
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a
way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV)
Your ability is secondary to your availability.

Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to
shame those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are
powerless to shame those who are powerful. 1 Corinthians 1:27 (NLT)
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things
well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as
much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve
them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given
you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have
a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.
Romans 12:6-8 (NLT)

Your position doesn’t define your purpose.
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart,
all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ Matthew 22:37-39 (NLT)
What does this look like?
•

Love listens.

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick
to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. James 1:19 (NLT)
•

Love learns.
A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel… Proverbs 1:5 (NKJV)

•

Love leads.
“Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do
them.” John 13:17 (NIV)

Going deeper on your own: This week, make a list of all the resources
that you have been given, not just financial, but to include gifts, abilities,
and skills. Beside each entry, write down one way that you can use that
resource to make a difference in someone else’s life. Pray about who you
could serve this week and then take action. Step out of your comfort
zone by answering God’s call upon your life to make a difference in this
world and become an unlikely hero. If you would be willing to share your
story, we would love to hear from you! Email us at
stories@CenterPointChurch.com.

